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PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS ACT REVIEW 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [2.07 pm]: I rise to inform the house of a review of the 
Professional Standards Act 1997. The implementation of professional standards legislation was one of a number 
of strategies adopted by governments across Australia to address the ongoing availability and affordability of 
professional indemnity insurance. The legislation facilitates the capping of occupational liability while also 
protecting consumer interests through requirements for insurance, and the implementation of risk management 
strategies and complaints and disciplinary processes. Western Australia’s Professional Standards Act came into 
force in 1997 and gives effect to the Professional Standards Council, which approves schemes for occupational 
associations. There are currently three schemes approved under the act. These schemes cover accountants who 
are public practice members of Certified Practising Accountants Australia and the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Australia, and members of the Western Australia Division of Engineers Australia. 

In accordance with section 57 of the act, a review of this legislation has been conducted to determine whether the 
act’s policy objectives remain valid and whether the terms of the act remain appropriate for securing those 
objectives. The review also sought comments on the administration of the act; namely, the most appropriate 
government agency to administer the legislation and any matter that would improve the efficiency of the act’s 
administration. The review considered submissions made by a range of interested stakeholders. Without 
exception, all stakeholders agreed that the act’s objectives were being achieved and that the terms for securing 
those objectives remained appropriate. 

A number of stakeholders also took the opportunity to propose changes to improve the act’s administration. The 
majority of those proposed changes were already included in the Professional Standards Amendment Bill 2009, 
which completed its passage through Parliament at the end of March this year and received assent in April. 
Based on the unanimous support for the act expressed by stakeholders, the lack of any contrary evidence and the 
prevailing economic circumstances, the review concluded — 

the act’s policy objectives remain valid; 

the terms of the act remain appropriate for securing those objectives; 

the most appropriate agency to administer the legislation is the Department of the Attorney General; 
and 

matters to improve the efficiency of the act’s administration will be addressed either through the 
amendment bill or administratively. 

The review’s findings also include a single recommendation, which is that the Department of Treasury and 
Finance is requested to review its whole-of-government procurement policies to ensure consistency with the 
act’s objectives, and that relevant staff are informed of the act’s objectives, how schemes operate and liability 
limits. 

The review’s conclusions reinforce the validity of the act and the pivotal role it plays in protecting consumers. I 
commend this report to the house and present a copy for tabling. 

[See paper 2135.] 
 


